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arguments drawn from the internal structure of the Homeric
poems. You have wounded us, Mr. Wolf, in our affections ;
Mr. Wolf, you have affronted us in our tenderest sensibilities.
You have, Mr. Wolf. But still we are just men; ready to
listen, willing to bear and to forbear. Meantime the matter
cannot rest here. You owe it, Mr. Wolf, to the dignity of
the subject, not to keep back those proofs which doubtless
you possess ; proofs, observe, conclusive proofs. For hitherto,
permit me to say, you have merely played with the surface
of the question. True, even that play has led to some
important results ; and for these no man is more grateful
than myself. But the main battle, Mr. Wolf, is still in
arrear."

Mr. Wolf, however, hearkened not to such appeals. He
had called up spirits, by his evocation, more formidable than
he looked for or could lay. Perhaps, like the goddess Eris
at the wedding feast, he had merely sought to amuse himself
by throwing a ball of contention amongst the literati: a
little mischief was all that he intended, and a little learned
billingsgate all that he expected. Things had taken a wider
circuit. Wolfs acuteness in raising objections to all the
received opinions had fallen upon a kindly soil; the public
mind had reacted powerfully; for the German mind is but
too naturally disposed to scepticism ; and Mr. Wolf found
himself at length in this dilemma: viz. that either, by
writing a very inadequate sequel, he must forfeit the reputa-
tion he had acquired ; or else that he must prepare himself
for a compass of research to which his spirits were not equal,
and to which his studies had not latterly been directed. A
man of high celebrity may be willing to come forward in
undress, and to throw out such casual thoughts as the occasion
may prompt, provided he can preserve his incognito; but, if
he sees a vast public waiting to receive him with theatric
honours, and a flourish of trumpets announcing his approach,
reasonably he may shrink from facing expectations so highly
raised; and perhaps in this case he might truly plead an
absolute impossibility of pursuing further the many questions
arising, under such original sterility of materials, and after so
elaborate a cultivation by other labourers.

Wolf, therefore, is not to be blamed for having declined,